Provincial AIDS Council report-back

August 2007

The Provincial Aids Council meets every 3 months. Standing items on the agenda is are a progress report about the Global Fund Programme for the Western Cape and the implementation of the Department of Health’s programme in the Western Cape.  

Progress on the following Global Fund objectives are reported about:

· ARV Treatment

· Peer Education

· Palliative Care

· Community Based Response (CBR). The CBR is implemented by a designated programme coordinator the following district municipalities (except for the Boland):
· City of Cape Town – Dr Karen Jennings and Jeanette Masala

· Central Karoo - Nadine Appies

· Eden – Elizabeth Sass

· West Coast – Nadine Somers

· Overberg – Maureen Aucamp

The next 4 year phase 2 Global Fund programme was approved in April 2007.

The Worcester district office of the Department of Health is responsible for the implementation in the Boland area.

Topics (additional to Global Fund feedback) covered during the reporting period are the following:

· May 2006 – visit to and presentation by Sibanye Economic Empowerment Centre in Khayelitsha; Presentation by Dr N Shaikh on 2004 Provincial and sub-district antenatal survey

· July 2006 – visit to Global Fund Jooste Hospital in Manenberg and presentation on the impact of TB/HIV dual infection by Professor Gary Maartens
· October 2006 – site visit at the Paediatric Diseases Unit at the Tygerberg Hospital and a presentation on the 2005 antenatal survey results by Dr N Shaikh
· February 2007 – site visit at the Red Cross Memorial Hospital and a presentation on Paediatric AIDS by Professor B Eley from the Red Cross Hospital.

The National Strategic Plan 2007 – 2011 (NSP) has been approved and the Province now needs to align its Provincial strategy with the NSP. To create a comprehensive plan, the Province is asking for input from NGOs, civil society and the community HIV/AIDS sector. This will be driven by a task team, including WC-NACOSA (representing the NGO/CBO sector) and other CBO/FBO representatives on the PAC, including Vuyiseka Dubula (representing PLA) from the PAC and Reverend Desmond Lambrechts (Faith based sector) from the Anglican Church.
To make an input into this process, please email us or bring your comments to the next regional forum or quarterly meeting.

